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Malaria, the Politics of Public Health and the International Crisis Harry Cleaver ABSTRACT: After more than a decade of increasing control, malaria has been making a dramatic resurgence in the 1970s &mdash; a resurgence which has been allowed to continue unchecked for several years. This article seeks an understanding of this de-control in the history of the class politics of public health and in an analysis of the current international capitalist crisis. These past and present experiences are analysed within a new Marxist perspective which emphasizes the autonomy of working class struggle within and against capital and the central role of the wageless in capital's division of the class. To analyse the role of unwaged labor in the accumulation process and the investment or disinvestment in public health the concept of the "circuit of the reproduction of labor power" is developed. In each of the historical periods the development or underdevelopment of public health programs are seen as the outcome of the particular characteristics of the working class struggles and of capital's strategies of these periods.
On the basis of these analyses the author suggests that the current de-control of malaria is part of that underdevelopment approach to some areas which forms part of capital's strategies of repression and global restructuring in the present crisis.
Although it has been little noticed in this country where malaria is not a problem, some parts of the Third World are currently experiencing a dramatic rise in the incidence of that disease.
Carried from person to person by anopheles mosquitoes, malaria is caused by a red-cell destroying blood parasite. It In what follows I sketch the statistical, historical and analytical basis for the foregoing con- clusions. In Part I, I outline first the statistics on the rise of malaria to demonstrate the seriousness of the problem, and why the response has been inadequate, and second, the data and arguments why the reasons given for this inadequacy are unconvincing. In Part II, I give an incomplete but I think nevertheless instructive sketch of some of the historical class politics of public health through the 1960s. In Part III, I draw some general conclusions from this historical material and suggest a theoretical perspective within which the experience examined can be usefully grasped and in terms of which we can examine the current crisis and begin to study the place of malaria within it. In Part IV, I sketch the analysis of that crisis which suggests that underdevelopment strategies are integral to it -the basis for hypothesizing that malaria de-control is perhaps not a blunder but a policy against the 
